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they refuse to desert their flock in order to save their
own lives; and, like Daniel, they devote themselves
to comforting, encouraging, or baptizing all who
need their ministrations. At last, the enemy forces
an entrance, and most of the Christians are made
prisoners, as well as the two Fathers. The Iroquois
plan to attack Ste. Marie next; but a partial defeat
of their advance-guard, and a sudden panic which,
on St. Joseph's day, seizes them, induce them to give
up this scheme. They accordingly depart home-
ward, after having burned to death many captives,
most of these being Christians.

A chapter is devoted to "the blessed deaths" of
Fathers Brebeuf and Lalemant; this is mainly a
repetition, in somewhat different form, of Regnaut's
account in document LXIX. preceding. Ragueneau
adds a sketch of Gabriel Lalemant's life and charac-
ter, with a copy of certain pious meditations written by
the latter and found after his death; he also devotes
more than a fourth part of this Relation to a similar
account of Brebeuf,— recounting at length the
religious experiences and visions, and praising the
virtues, of this pioneer missionary. For the former,
he finds material in the personal memoirs written
by Brebeuf at his superior's command.

Ragueneau concludes this Relation with a review
of " the present state of Christianity, and means of
helping these Peoples." The blows dealt by the
Iroqnois have filled the Huron land with consterna-
tion, and its people are dispersing in every direction.
To add to their wretchedness, famine is raging
everywhere — worse than for fifty years past. The
Jesuits help all whom they can; in less than a year,
they have received and aided at Ste. Marie over


